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Information, Inc,

“A richly detailed historical novel G531 72401291 GA} 2A)--- 7 Translation Review [WHol] #3} s}

%4140, 1992

“Based on meticulous research, Hahn recreates the life of the great scholar, popularly called Tasan,
and his nephew, Ha-sang, who was martyred in 1839(2#]$t A& F3fo] HF-%]e thitolglar 2+
delxl SR Skke} 1839w el aldh abde] e gD Korea Newsreview [3h= r2~2] 4],

December 12, 1992

“--an instructive introduction for Westerners to an important chapter in the development of a vibrant

Christianity(87]2F 7]15112] ¥de]| lojA] FR3F S RIS A W&o &2 A7Eh--"-- First Things
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MEUe AS 8k =4 ¢hAl] No. 31, 1993

“Hahn’s characters capture the reader’s attention, and the reader comes away with a sense of having
really encountered the characters(3HF-<519] JIEES S5AHE AIRE T 54 &2 JAEES A W

SIS ZH=t} —- Korean Culture [3F=-%3}, Fall 1993

‘one of the only books in English for non-specialists that deals with the Yidynasty (o]ZAS T}
= HHETES Y3 B8 95 A); Far Eastern Economic Review [Z-% 737 2%, gh<eA]]

“As history, this book is the product of deep and meticulous research into various aspects of
nineteenth-century life, customs, andvalues, ranging from the intellectual to the vulgar. In addition
to her presentation of Neo-Confucianism, Buddhism, Catholicism, court and political life, and social
structure, Hahn Moo-Sook also gives us real, detailed, and believable descriptions of wayside
taverns, shamans and their performances, slaves and their lives, the rigors of travel without modern

conveyances, sickness and death, clothing, food, and ignorant bigotry. (A} A 2], o] e 1 =9] %]
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S A7k T gt IS 9, el S} 150 AR, A 24 A1 gl Bk olale] 9 8l S

ok L2 A1 AYHSE B E2] By HolEt)); Journal of Asian Studies (9}A]o}8} 8h<4]), May 1995,

“Encounter -+ is a work of fiction, a novel. Yet it also is a window on Korean social history, and
Korean studies students will find it useful in many ways. It is not an easy read, and if I were to teach
with it T would want to develop some materials to help readers master the genealogies, geography, and
folkways that enrich the book for Koreans and Korea specialists. It is a book that should be approached
with energy, one that repays effort with rich enjoyment.” ((RF)-& 7% AAdot}. 12u} =3 k= A}
3] JALE EEvpA| Sk Aolok =St Fehs SIS o] Ao] AR/ o] W= S 4l 2
Zolet. o] AL & Fo] oplrt. Z1ejA W7} o] Fe 7L el E Fhd, sHEe] 7S A, A, Wik

& YobE7) HES WA F0I2 BAE 122 Jloltk o] AE 9= vl oAl Basha, =HY 5%

N

o] &4 4 = Ao}, Korean Studies [$F=8} +<4]], Vol. 19, 1995. by Donald N. Clark. Pp. 189-193.
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“The novel Encounter is distinguished by Hahn [Moo-Sook]'’s ability to produce great fiction at the
same time that she chronicles an actual historical event. --- Her style is as graceful and articulate as she
was. Further, her descriptions are as sentient, spirited, and youthful as she was, even in her old age.
-~ Hahn [Moo-Sook] is still meeting us and she is living next to us through her work Encounter. The
greatness of literature is none other than that” (38244 (-2 gH-9] AAIAR1 A AR 7=
B S A0l SIoiE Ao olop|E vhEo) Wl 4 Qi Sueh weow AuslE, - 1) BAl A2} A
A A% fobstar weistck o7k, 18] BARE A Ale] el Tgisto], ek Pk, dgo]
Atk @ 18] A (e Fole] obE ¥ whha ik vk 1 Zle] 18] wate] jtigol

t}; ¢1%), Sigur Center Asia Papers [0}A]o}8} 8H2]] (2000).

“Written by the well-known author Hahn Moo-Sook (Han Musuk), Encounter is held in high esteem
and has enjoyed a considerable popularity--- [Wlhile Encounter unfolds along the intellectual and
religious trajectory of Korea in the early nineteenth century, it focuses on Tasan's psychological conflicts
and spiritual growth. This emphasis on the interiority of the preeminent scholar’s individual self places
it at odds with the more minjung-oriented literature of anonymous persons of the 1980s. -+ Encounter
displays a holistic approach to history, and problematizes the question of Korean modernity as a
fundamental question of state of being. One immediately notices that the novel's vision of modernity
is distinct from the accepted Western version of secularism and anti-clericalism. --- [Rleligious
spirituality is equated with freedom rather than tyranny, and with progress rather than constraint. In
fact, the protagonist's search for spiritual completion is depicted as heroic in the novel and it seems to
parallel the political rhetoric of the 1980s which mythologizes as epic the people's struggle to achieve
freedom.” (Haboush 2001) (83 27} ght&o] <& (WhhS &4} AlS o] Wol zZolr}--- (Th
Dol 19417] 2 =] A%, S ARde IO ARE o] Aeof 242 oty thake] AlElH Aol
L AAIA Aol o= ko] sxpe] ZQ1e] W] S e A 1980 o] FE HEw AlEE
o] W5 A 3 dizrt Ak ()& JALE AAIE B Ao R sk Ale Hofseh T1eal
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Korean literary classic explores 18th-19th C. philosopher's life

By Book Oblateon January 24, 2008

Format: Paperback

‘A must-read tour-de-force for anyone with even a slight interest in Korean history or literature,
Tasan was a highly regarded Confucian scholar, who chose a life of poverty and scholarship, and
to learn more about Catholicism, which had just entered Korea via the Jesuits in China (a Bible was
brought from Beijing during one of Kored's regular tributary visits to its suzerain leader). Less than a
Christian testament, this exceptional narrative reveals a precise picture of 18th and 19th century Korean
life, politics, class and culture. Hahn explores a deeply thoughtful and informed internal struggle, and

how Confucian and Christian ideals, when realized, are compatible. This is a Korean literary classic, in

flo
N
rlo

translation. (FH=rGAh Zetol| Sn|7F aolehe Qi Abgold & glojof & Aot} g4
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1232 7] (S oAb 95 e 2 Fhie Bjste] Don BakereiAeh g} mhe lgshark
Hahn Moo-sook. She was known for the enormous amount of time and energy she put into historical
research before she picked up her author’s pen to write about the past. For Encounter, for example, she
read both government documents such as the Veritable Annals of the Chos n dynasty and the private
writings of Tasan. That is why I feel comfortable asking my students to read her fiction. From her, they

can learn what they can never learn from me, how people in the past actually thought and felt. (3<%

& 248 27) Mol GA1E i} QAEek T2 o] ATSIQEA T k) (whhe] 79wt Ho}
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o]z A= AR Ao} thake] Ji)l F& QI T s 10] 248 Sl o= Ae AR
BT SHIES 0] AES ¢ o 24 UM« A= vle = AL wjer) = U A

o] oEA 75kl =4 Eelr}) (Baker 2008)
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o] A5 QFAs| & LolES tAlL &= Blh, Ao HE Eol|A] = ARo] o] Ay} “true’ Christians are often hard to
find among Koreans although too many of them are officially Chnstlan, @Rl 5 US B2 AlEEo] 3A1A & ZEaglo)X]
ul A 7]1E0 el 3] $1E=c)) Ki Su Kim, the canadian Asian Studies Association Review,
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“Hahn’s writing has great strength and vitality, She has a sweeping narrative style and meticulous

attention to detail. Strong characterization of men and women are set against Korea's tumultuous

historical period. The details of Korean life during the last period of the dynasty, and the period of

52

Japanese colonialism are authentic because the author knew of or lived in that time. The lives of the
high class, the education for civil service, and the breakdown of the stratified class structures are
convincingly depicted. This is the best and most original literature of the colonial period by a Korean
author, The translations by Hahn's daughter Young-Key Kim-Renaud are intimate and seamless.” (3+ [%-
=19 22 AL gEo] Qivk I 53 e AR XS skl AR BARS Stk W) 049
A IES0] F W AL AdE wiE R SR 3o S A7]of LAl AR719 ghRlEe] A

B2 AT ARZE A3 Sl 1ol s 3ol SlojERIT A9l Al HAE 9w, S50 Al T

U

Z0] B = AZAl BAFEIEE o] 2 gh=jlo] ARIX] AtE w7 0= 2 Bk w8 Al T HaLe,
71 geldo] Sl Alolnt 7 [51e] B 7199719 M2 T8kl oeAl7F §1tk) —Bill Drucker, Korean
Quarterly (3F=3} AIZEA]), Winter 2005/20006.

“Beyond being an interesting Korean novel that is now available in English, I envision that this work
will have strong merit as a teaching tool in the classroom. The translation of the novel by Young-
Key Kim-Renaud, Hahn's daughter, is excellent and well captures the rhythm and flow of the original
Korean text. Consequently used as a reading in a Korean culture, literature, or religion class, this work
will greatly assist students in appreciating the range and syncretic nature of customs in late Chos n
and early twentieth century Korea, not always an easy task for instructors. Accordingly, T highly
recommend this work and welcome a valuable addition to the materials available for teaching Korean

culture” (Fo= &1L
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T332 7= R b B850 F o] ARG wAlE FHsla $keddlt))—by Michael J. Pettid, Asian Folklore
Studies (o}AJo} 71458} k&), 2006

“The novel itself is terrific: recounting slave rapes, bastardy, underground liberation movements,
mysterious overseas benefactors, Japanese brutality, and a collapsing aristocracy, it is a riveting eye-
opener into Korean history and an invaluable addition to collections supporting Asian literature.
Essential. Lower-division undergraduates through faculty; general readers (473 2[A|7}F 34751} o 9]
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o] Foj}. g} o oshAFH w7HA], 18]al tiFolAlx.). —by T. Carolan, Choice (18], =A133} 3}
%=A]) Vol 43, Iss. 6, February 20006,

“The most dynamic moments in the novel are those where individuals suddenly find within
themselves the strength to overcome their own inclinations and forget themselves, as they generously,
selflessly turn toward others in greater need. That, always, is the most beautiful thing we could hope
to find, anywhere.” (o] 2ollA] 71 &2 &1 /RIS ] O =] Qg o]5S flsle] As)
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ARlE S A& A7) hollA 2= Zleftk—by Anthony of
Taize, Acta Koreana ($+=3} gF<=%])Volume 9 Number 2, July 2006,

“Originally published in 1948 to critical acclaim, Hahn's novel has remained popular with Korean
readers, and it is easy to see why. The novel charts many major social, political and cultural changes in
Korea from the late nineteenth century until liberation from Japanese colonial rule in 1945, and does so
through an examination of the intersecting lives of various characters from a representative cross-section
of Korean society during that tumultuous fifty years. As can be guessed, the novel requires a reader’s
full attention, and readers will be thankful for the inclusion of a listing of principal characters with brief
biographical descriptions, family trees for the three main families, and a glossary of cultural and historical
terms, --- Despite the story's complexity, there are two central elements: first, the nature of accidents and
their unintended consequences; and second, the malleability of some — if not all — human beings, for
both good and ill. (194830l - E3te|o] HERIEN A FAE vES: S [F419] AL St Sx1Eo0A
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T k= #)—by Gregory N. Evon, Asian Studies Review (0}A]o}st 8H<24]) October 2006,

“Hahn is superb in her delineations of the complex inner workings of a well-to-do yangban family in

the waning years of the Chos n dynasty---One of the successes of the novel:--is the vivid and detailed

delineations of these women who make up the very core and engine of these households, and worthy

54

of especial mention is the view of family life from the perspective of the slave family---a view that is
mostly missing in historical documents.” (3+ [F-51-2 F2419] 7]&x7F= A7) ¢ f-8-3F ivle] B3
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Alo}sts] sh<2x]) Volume 66 Number 3, 2007.
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“By the way, I finished And So Flows History, and loved it. You did a

great job! I read it back to back with Three Generations and Anne's

translation of Mujong, eschewing any readings in Japanese history

over the break! Anyway, I liked Flows much bette than the others!” (¢}, &, And So Flows History=
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heart and overwhelming intelligence which was seen in the past generation of Japan and rarely seen
nowadays. As your mother has spoken beautiful Japanese, I have often forgotten the cruel incidenat
that Japan has committed upon Korea. In other words, your mother was not a Japanese or a Korean to
me, but a very friendly and profound person and T was relieved from tension whenever I was beside
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I would like to begin by thanking Professor 71937] for asking me to comment on her presentation.
At the same time T must congratulate her, her family, and the organizers of this symposium on the
100th anniversary of 3F+<'s birth in 1918, Professor Kim has for many years worked extremely
hard to promote awareness of her mother's works, both through translations and through regular
academic conferences dedicated to her work, both in Korea and in the United States. I was rather
embarrassed that she should ask me to speak today, since I cannot help remembering that she came
to see me many years ago, asking me to undertake the translation of some of her mother's works but
in the end I had to tell her that T would not be able to undertake the task The main reason was that
I had already begun translating the poetry written by (usually) living Korean poets in whatever free
time I had. Equally, though T do not think that I told her this, I have never been able to feel any strong
sympathy for the fiction written in Korea, whether in earlier times or more recently, Fortunately, this
is a personal problem, and as we have heard, others have worked extremely hard translating, reading

and commenting enthusiastically on the works of her mother.

I think that obviously the most important translations into English of works by $H5-<= must be
Encounter ¥Hd (1992) followed by And So Flows History 9A= &2t} (2005). As we have just
heard, in 2016 the translation of The House of Pomegranate Trees 4755 o]oF7] was published
in electronic format, but it is too early to see much critical or scholarly response to it. In the English-

speaking world, short stories never have the impact of full-length novels and it is very hard to find

64

a way of publishing short stories so that they remain easily available. Mostly they are published in
periodicals which, by definition, are soon replaced by further editions and often back issues are
quickly out of print, Professor Kim's presentation covers in considerable detail the critical reception of
the two main works and she is truly fortunate that so many critical commentaries have been published.
One of the greatest problems facing translators and publishers of translations into English is that very
few ever get reviewed at length in major publications. This is not a problem limited to Korean works, it
is universal. It is well-known that translations of any kind only account for 3% of the books published
in the English-speaking world each year. Literary editors and reviewers simply have too many new

titles to choose from, and prefer to give priority to works originally written in English.

Moreover, since Encounter was published in 1992, 20 other volumes of Korean fiction were published
before 2000, then prior to 2012 another 60 volumes were published. Finally, since 2012, at least 80
volumes of Korean fiction in English translation have been published overseas. More important, the
publishers and the readership have changed radically. Even just a few years ago, it was unthinkable
that a major American or British publishing company such as Knopf or Penguin would be interested
in a work by a Korean author. The first indication of a change came with the publication of Shin
Kyeong-suk's Please Look After Mom 4v}E H-Esl] by Knopf and the resulting critical acclaim, As
Professor Kim notes, the publication of Han Kang's The Vegetarian 2j2]52]#} and the award of
the International Man Booker Prize was an epoch-making event as far as the popular reception of
Korean fiction overseas was concerned. Not so long ago, the works being translated were those by
writers who had received critical acclaim in Korea, the revewers and readers of our translations were
almostt always academics or students in Korean Studies. No longer. In the last couple of years we have
seen the publication of extremely popular works, often thrillers, by younger writers (and younger
translators) such as You-jeong Jeong's The Good Son, Hye-young Pyun’s The Hole, Jung Yewon's One
Hundred Shadows and Han Yujoo's The Impossible Fairytale, This means that Korean fiction is now
commercially viable in the international market and can easily find readers, not because it is Korean but

because it is fun. It has, in a sense, at last been “globalized” in ways it was not even a decade ago.
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Translations of earlier works by Korean writers canot compete with these in the modern market,
their function is also different. Whether it be works written during the Japanese period or in the years
following the Korean War, the main readership is today bound to be mainly among people seeking
documentation for academic study and teaching, especially in the area of Comparative Asian Literary
studies. “Documentary translations” designed to make Korean works available for those interested but
without sufficient Korean will continue to find publishers and readers, but they cannot expect to be
commercially viable without support from government or other institutions. This is the realm in which
the works of Han Moo-sook will continue to stand out by their quality and historic significance, as

works by a great writer who was also the remarkable mother of remarkable children. Thank you.
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